Tool 6.3

Assessing soil health

‘Look, smell, feel” tool

Tl'li.s can IJC dOl'.IC .Il'.l CDl'li'IJl'.ICl'.lOD thl.'l tht Cﬂ.ﬂ'hWDl'm l'D-ClI. orasa SCPEI.'E.I:C CICICiSC. U&C a spadc

and dig a squarc (about 20cm by 20cm) to a depth of 10cm and take 8-10 samples from
different arcas in the paddock. Record your obscrvations in the wmble:

Action Yos No

Tha ‘Look Test:
Does the soll surface have the right armount of groundcover, ie, =70% in high
rainfall areas) and litter (=1,600 kg/ha)

Are the plant crowns at or below the soll surface (elevated crowns indicate soil
loss)?

Any evidence of earthworm castings, worm holes (to aid water infiltration) or
spider activity?

Is the soil a dark, chocolatey colour igenerally, the darker the soll, the higher the
organic matter)?

Are there lots of plant roots?
Wiould you want to live here if you were a small animal?
The “Feel" Test — ub the soil betwoen your fingers:

Does the soll feel soft and crumbly (coarse, gritty or gravely and stony would
indicate a sandy texture andfor low water holding capacity)?

Does the soil break easily into particles the size of bread crumbs (indicates good
structure and high levels of organic mattern?

Is the soll moist, soft and easy to dig up (hard, dry soil indicates low waterholding
capacity)?

Is the soil surface soft and friable (easily penetrated by the point of a pencil)?

The “Smeall’ Test - pick up a handful of soil:
Does a handful of scil smell fresh and earthy?

Tl'lC morc ‘TC-S” lJOICS you tiCIECd i.l.'l 'l.'hC HIJ]C, d'.lc hca]tl'l'lcr thc Sﬂjl il'l thc SE.I'.I']PI.UCI paddocks.
W]'.I.“C ¥ou can’t CI.'lﬂ.I.'I.gC your SDiJ t}'PC, you can i.l.'lH.'IJCI.'ICC SOi.I. quallt}r b}r ]ncrm]ng gml.ll'ldOO‘V'CI

E.I'.Id. OIE&]'.I.IC matter IG\"CIS (Sﬁ pmn:durc 6.2}.

Usc this simple table o record your observations for cach of the samples taken in a paddeck.
Repeat the sampling at the same time next year in similar locations in a paddock. Track the
trends over time to scc if your management practices arc also improving the health of your soil.



